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Let's Celebrate Our
Entire Community
During AAPI Month

By Dawe Somers, Snohamish County [secutive
May is Asian American Pacific lslander |AAP1) Heritage
Month | want to enconrage everyone in Saohormnk
County 10 take this time 1o learn 2 bit more abowt owr
AAP! communities and offer cur support. The last year has teen

extremely tough for our AAM family membens, neighborn, and friends, with an
rcrvaw rationally in hate crimes and acts of bigotry

The AAPI community consists of apgrosimately 50 ethnic groups. speaking
over 100 languages with 1,000 different dialects. In Sevchormish County, AAPY
reuderts make up more than 13 pe of our popelation, A the Pacifc
Northawst, members of the AAP comemanity have made rch comtributions 1o
- wd by 150 p wnce the COVID-19 pandemic bagen. The orgenizetion
Sop A Hate has documented 3,795 attacks against members of the AAM
ity from March 2020 through February 2021, Since not sl sttacks are
reported or documented, these represent a fracthion of all hate crimes against
AN individuals. These attacks nchuded physical assauk, verbal harassment,
whunning, civil rightts violation in workglaces, wevice being refused in
b 3. and online h )

These acts of hate do not represent Snohomish Courty’s

values What can we do 10 show meannghd support to

members of car AAPI community ? There are many ways

20 support the AAP community

* Donate 1o local organizations that provide resources
to AAP! community meenibens.

* Spesk up and fle 2 report with law erforcement if you
witness @ hate crime or incident.

* Antend a training. learn about AAP! history and
dincrimination agerat the AAPI correrunity.

o Advocate for (hanges in policies that adversely impact
the AAPI community,

Snohomish County must be a welcoming place for all cur residents, and | will

continue to hanor the right of swery community to be free from hate and
harsimmwent.
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The Asian tradition of 1,000 crares

reprwwents granting a pecw winh, happmess,
good fortune and is often used 1o symbolize
peace.

Using an for peace, the Schack Art Conter
(2921 Hoyt Ave, Everett) and Cavion Jewelry
are launching a fundraning campaign May 1
1o end the rse of vickence agairt Askan
American Pacific Islanders (AAPT). Profies
from ol seiws of Washi Origars Crarw
earrings are donated 10 the Stop AAM Hate
Center. This organization is a collaboration
with the Aslan Pacific Policy & Planning
Courcl, Chinese for Affrmative Action, and
the Askan Arverican Stisdie s Department at
San Francisco State University it tracks

and reports viclence, dscrimination and
harassment, as well as providing translation,
advocacy and more.

On her own time, Snohomish County
employee Fay Lim spearheads this

farcd aiver 1hrough her habitrg Casion
Jewelry, by designing and incorporating
origami cranes into her jewelry. Larfler this
yeor, the attack of 3 Bothell area lapanese
larguage high school teacher beought the
vickence coser to home. Fay's children had
atterded the high schodd, as wel s taken
Japanese anguage Classes from the school

Thank you for supponting the “Cranes

for Peace” hundraning carmpuaign to end
AAPT hate.




